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Dear parent/guardian,

Yarrabah School is looking forward to another great year of teaching and learning and would like
to advise you of Yarrabah School’s voluntary financial contributions for 2026.

Schools provide students with free instruction to fulfil the standard curriculum requirements and
we want to assure you that all contributions are voluntary. Nevertheless, the ongoing support of
our families ensures that our school can offer the best possible education and support for our
students. We want to thank you for all your support, whether that is through fundraising or
volunteering your time. This has made a huge difference to our school and the programs we can

offer.

Within our school this support has allowed us to provide the classroom and specialist subjects for
your child’s learning, a wider offering of subjects and special curriculum experiences, digital
learning devices and equipment upkeep of school owned buses, online learning application etc.
Yarrabah School is endorsed as a Deductible Gift Recipient under the Income Tax Assessment
Act 1997 with the result that any donations made by you will be tax deductible. To be tax
deductible, your donation needs to be made voluntarily. We have suggested an amount to be
contributed under “Curriculum Contributions” and “Other Contributions” below, but please feel
free to contribute an alternative amount. Amounts paid under “Extra-Curricular items and
Activities” are not donations and are not tax deductible.

For further information on the Department’s Parent Payments Policy please see a one-page
overview attached.

Yours sincerely,
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Matthew Harris Linda Collins
Principal School Council President



Yarrabah's Early Education Program is partially funded through the Department of Education and
Training. However, the funding from the department in no way meets the costs associated with
the program which include staffing the program with highly experienced and qualified early
education teachers, educational support staff, speech therapists, occupational therapists, and
physiotherapists.

At Yarrabah School we acknowledge the importance of early intervention and prioritize school
funds toward the program.

However, we do ask families to contribute a small amount (annual fees) towards the program.

The fees are used to buy resources for the program. We feel these fees are reasonable and
significantly lower than those of other early intervention programs.

It is also important to understand that the Yarrabah Early Education program is a highly sought-
after program and we do have a significant waiting list.

We would appreciate fee payment in full on commencement. Ifthis is not possible you can
contact the office to make alternative arrangements.

Thank you in advance for supporting our
program. Kind regards,

Alison Bortoli
Leading Teacher- Early Years

Total

2 Half days $240
3 Half days $320
2 Full days $360
3 Full days 5440



Extra-Curricular Iltems and Activities - provided on a user-pays basis

Yarrabah School offers a range of optional items and activities that enhance or broaden the schooling
experience of students and are above and beyond what the school provides to deliver the Curriculum.

The cost of extra-curricular items and activities will be advised throughout the year.

Extra-Curricular items and Activities Amount

~ Various excursions (estimated $50) i TBA 3

Financial Support for Families
Yarrabah School understands that some families may experience financial difficulty and offers a range of

support options, including:
s Payment plans for Extra-Curricular ltems and Activities via Compass

For a confidential discussion about accessing these services, or if you would like to discuss alternative
payment arrangements, contact:
Kate Gamble — Business Manager Ph: 039580 0384| Email: Catherine.gamble @education.vic.gov.au

Payment methods

e Internet Banking direct to school bank account - BSB: 063-093 Acct: 1000 0079
e Eftpos/Credit Card (Eftpos machine at reception)

e Centrepay - this is a free service for Centrelink customers to pay expenses as regular
deductions from their Centrelink payments. Deductions can be started, changed or
cancelled at any time to suit the family’s circumstances. Please request a form from the
Office.

e Compass Pay

Refunds

Parent requests for refunds are subject to the discretion of the school and made on a case-by-case basis.
Refunds will be provided where the school deems it is reasonable and fair to do so, taking into consideration
whether a cost has been incurred, the Department’s Parent Payment Policy and Guidance, Financial Help for
Families Policy and any other relevant information.
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PARENT PAYMENTS POLICY

ONE PAGE OVERVIEW
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e Schools provide students with free instruction and ensure students have free access to all
items, activities and services that are used by the school to fulfil the requirements of the
Curriculum. This includes the Victorian Curriculum F-10, the Victorian Certificate of
Education (VCE) and the Victorian Pathways Certificate.

e Schools may invite parents to make a financial contribution to support the school.

PARENT PAYMENT REQUESTS

Schools can request contributions from parents under three categories:

Curriculum Contributions Other Extra-Curricular ltems and
" ] Contributions Activities
Voluntary financial
contributions for curriculum  Voluntary financial items and activities that
items and activities which contributions for non- enhance or broaden the
the school deems necessary  curriculum items and schooling experience of
for students to learn the activities that relate to the students and are above and
Curriculum. school’s functions and beyond what the school
objectives. provides for free to deliver

the Curriculum. These are
provided on a user-pays
basis.

¢ Schools may also invite parents to supply or purchase educational items to use and own
(e.g. textbooks, stationery, digital devices).

FINANCIAL HELP FOR FAMILIES

e Schools put in place financial hardship arrangements to support families who cannot pay for
items or activities so that their child doesn’t miss out.

e Schools have a nominated parent payment contact person(s) that parents can have a
confidential discussion with regarding financial hardship arrangements.

SCHOOL PROCESSES

e Schools must obtain school council approval for their parent payment arrangements and
publish all requests and communications for each year level on their school website for
transparency.
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